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Director’s Note

It is our privilege and joy to welcome you to the Stephens College Conservatory 
for the Performing Arts’ production of Songs for a New World by the acclaimed 
composer/lyricist, Jason Robert Brown (composer or composer/lyricist of The 
Last Five Years, Parade, 13, Honeymoon in Vegas, Mr. Saturday Night, starring Billy 
Crystal, and The Bridges of Madison County, among others).

One of his most oft-produced projects is Songs for a New World.  Known as a 
“song cycle,” this show features his early works, artfully blended into a collection 
of musical “short stories” The themes in these stories are universal: we all have 
the capacity to laugh, to experience joy, and to reckon with our own obstacles 
to a life lived freely and fully.  We will have relationships that go awry, personal 
shortcomings, and deep, inner resources of strength. Songs for a New World 
reminds us that there is beauty, joy, humor, pain, resilience, hope, and a steadfast 
life-force in all of us.  

We hope you enjoy these terrific young actors in this touching and funny piece; 
we are deeply grateful for your presence here tonight.  

With warmth and appreciation,

Lisa Brescia



Carly Cramer 
This is Carly’s first year here at Stephens College. She is 
a second-year transfer from Rock Springs, Wyoming, but 
she grew up in Winchester, Virginia. In her spare time she 
enjoys watching horror movies, video games, and cuddling 
with her tuxedo cat named Black Jack.

 

Olivia Evans 
Olivia is a second-year musical theatre major and is 
beyond excited to be a part of Songs for a New World. 
Recent credits include The Wedding Singer at the Okoboji 
Summer Theatre, and last spring she appeared in The 
Merry Wives of Windsor as Anne Page.

 

Jermon Lambert 
Growing up in Wichita, Kansas, Jermon Lambert, Jr. 
found that music was the path that chose him. It became 
a bigger part of his life hearing Beyoncé, Tina Turner, 
Michael Jackson and so many others. He found himself 
doing everything that was related to and eventually found 
his way to Stephens College where he is now finishing his 
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Musical Theatre.

 

Who’s Who in the Cast



Sawyer Nevins 
Sawyer Nevins is a first-year musical theatre student, and 
he’s elated to perform in his debut at Stephens! He adores 
being on the stage and is excited to share this experience 
with the audience. He’d love to thank the directors, cast, 
and crew for their support.

 

Joe Murphy 
Joseph Alan Murphy is a second-year musical theater 
student. He is excited to be starting his second year off 
with Songs for a New World. He has previously appeared 
in Side By Side By Sondheim, Our Town (George), White 
Christmas, The Merry Wives of Windsor (Master Fenton), 
and The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee (Panch). 
He loves the cast and crew and is so happy to be working 
with all of them.

 

Ava Whitaker 
Ava Lorena Whitaker is a third-year Musical Theatre 
major from Louisville, Kentucky. Some of her favorite 
past roles include Olive Ostrovsky in The 25th Annual 
Putnam County Spelling Bee and Fran Kubelik in Promises, 
Promises. She would like to thank her parents for their 
unwavering love and support. @avalorena



 

Kylie Howard 
Kylie is a second-year musical theatre major from 
Springfield, Missouri. This is her fifth show with Stephens. 
Some previous shows outside of Stephens include Grease 
(Jan), SpongeBob SquarePants (Electric Skate), and Shrek 
(Dragon). She would love to thank her mom and dad for 
being her biggest cheerleaders! 

 

Lily Mace  
Lily is a first-year musical theatre major and is thrilled to 
be making her debut performance in the Macklanburg 
Playhouse. Previous shows include Beauty and the Beast 
(Belle), and A Chorus Line (Val). She is so excited and 
incredibly grateful to be working with this absolute  
dream team!

 

Quan Mangum  
RiQuandrion Mangum is a pit singer and Man 1 understudy. 
He recently completed several projects at the Okoboji 
Summer Theatre and he’s excited to be back at the 
Macklanburg Theatre to complete his last year of school. 
Performing credits include: Let it Be, See How They Run, 
and more (Okoboji Summer Theatre) and The 25th Annual 
Putnam County Spelling Bee, and Our Town (Stephens 
College). He hopes you enjoy the show!

 

Nicholas Youngstead  
Nick Youngstead is a first-year musical theatre BFA 
student from Franklin, Tennessee and is ecstatic to be 
performing in his first show at Stephens College. Recent 
credits include The Addams Family (Expression City), and 
The Christmas Schooner (Source One Five), both in his 
hometown. Hope y’all enjoy the show!

Understudies/Pit Singers


