Women of Distinction: Alumnae in Civic Leadership Lecture Series
Funded by Mary Josie Cain Blanchard, ‘67

Supported by Stephens College Alumnae Association Board, Connections Committee

PROJECT OVERVIEW

Mary Josie Cain Blanchard, ’67 made a gift to Stephens College to bring one or two alumnae in civic leadership to campus each calendar year from 2009 to 2013.  Each visiting distinguished alumna will spend time with students in the classroom and lecture to the community of the College about her unique contributions in civic leadership, federal, state or local government, politics, social entrepreneurship (non-profit management), or military service. The Mary Josie Cain Blanchard Fund provides honoraria and/or expenses at a total of $2,000 per calendar year.  The AAB discretionary fund provides $200 per calendar year.
TIMING

The timing for the guest lecturer would be determined by College faculty and their ability to work the alumna and topic into their syllabus.  Ideally, the timing for the lecture would coincide with the AAB fall board meeting, traditionally in mid September.

SPEAKER CRITERIA

The speaker must possess a(n): 

· Background in civic leadership, federal, state or local government, politics, or military service

· Ability to share experiences and skills to practically assist students in their daily lives/careers
· Willingness to stay on campus for a minimum of two days to interact with professors, staff and students in global economics and politics, global ethics and/or other courses related to their areas of expertise
ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

· The Vice President for Development and Alumnae Relations and College faculty will identify specific dates for the Alumnae in Civic Leadership Lecture Series for the calendar year

· The Connections Committee will identify potential speakers and present the background to the faculty 
· Two or three finalists will be chosen by the Connections Committee 
· The Connections Committee will outreach to finalists to determine their availability; willingness to return to campus; speaking topics and biographical information; and honoraria/expense requirements

· Once a speaker has been chosen, the AAB  will approve the release of funds (honoraria and/or expenses) to the speaker by the College

· The College will coordinate classroom visits, venues and community activities for the speaker; liaise with the speaker prior to campus arrival; work with the speaker to review and finalize lecture materials; dispense travel and expense payments for the speaker; confirm the speaker’s itinerary, points of contact and logistics; host the speaker while on campus; and promote the speaker in local media, alumnae news sources and Ideal Connection
· The Connections Committee will draft an evaluation form for student, faculty and staff feedback of the speaker and report to the full AAB and Mary Josie Cain Blanchard at the fall and spring AAB meetings
