STUDENT INITIATED MAJOR APPLICATION

Student Name        
ID:       
Disciplines that name the major:

     
AND           
AND       
DEGREE:     FORMCHECKBOX 
  Bachelor of Arts             FORMCHECKBOX 
  Bachelor of Science            FORMCHECKBOX 
  Bachelor of Fine Arts

Rational for major: (attach a separate page if more space is needed):

     
DESCRIPTION OF CAPSTONE COURSE, SENIOR ESSAY OR PROJECT:

     
PLANNING COMMITTEE APPROVAL SIGNATURES

________________________________     ____________________________________

Students Signature



Advisors Signature

______________________________________      ___________________________________________

Department Chair




Department Chair

______________________________________      ___________________________________________

Department Chair




Registrar

______________________________________

Date of Approval

SUBMIT THE ORIGINALS OF THIS FORM, THE LIST OF 

COURSES IN THE MAJOR AND THE DEGREE CHECK

WORKSHEET TO THE REGISTRAR
STUDENT INITIATED MAJOR

GUIDELINES FOR PREPARATION OF PROPOSAL

The student initiated major is a non-traditional major designed by the student with the aid of a faculty planning committee, convened by the student’s adviser.  Members of the planning committee include the student, the adviser and the Department chairs from the academic disciplines that will comprise the name of the major (ex. Art-English).  All courses earned in the prefix of these primary disciplines will count in the major.  

The BACHELOR OF ARTS proposal requires at least 24 hours, including a capstone requirement that serves to synthesize the academic content of the major.  Up to 45 hours may be specifically required for the major; at least 15. hours must be at or above the 300 level.  This major is limited to 45 hours in a 120 hour  degree program.

The BACHELOR OF SCIENCE proposal requires at least 45 hours, including a capstone requirement that serves to synthesize the academic content of the major.  Up to 57 hours may be specifically required for the major; at least 15 hours must be at or above the 300 level.  The major has a limit of 60 hours in a 120 hour degree program.

The BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS major may specify 75 required hours in the major including those to be taken in the prefix of the major and those to be taken in other prefixes.  The BFA major must include at least 60 specified hours of which at least 15 hours must be at or above the 300 level.  

THE APPLICATION AND APPROVAL PROCESS ARE TO BE COMPLETED BY THE END OF THE SOPHOMORE YEAR, USUALLY THE FOURTH SEMESTER OF FULL-TIME ENROLLMENT.  TRANSFER STUDENTS ENTERING AS JUNIORS HAVE ONE SEMESTER TO COMPLETE THE APPROVAL PROCESS.

Steps to Follow

1.) The student obtains the Student Initiated Major Guidelines, Application form and a Degree Check Worksheet in the Registrar’s Office.

2.) The student and adviser prepare a rationale and preliminary proposal drawn from two or more primary disciplines offered in a major or minor at Stephens College and present it to the planning committee.  The Degree Check worksheet section on Liberal Arts Requirements is to be completed and submitted with the major proposal.  The list of courses in the major must include the Prefix/Number/Title and Credit.  Transfer credit may be included only when the courses are approved by the appropriate program chair(s) to substitute for courses within the disciplines that offer the major or minor.

3.) The planning committee meets to hear the student’s rationale for the major and to discuss the choice of courses outlined in the proposal.  When agreement is reached on the appropriate combination of courses for the major, members of the committee sign the approval form.

4.) The student submits the Application, list of courses in the major (with required liberal arts courses and the Degree Check Worksheet to the Registrar.  The Registrar checks the technical details of the proposal and prepares an evaluation.  Copies of the evaluation, application and list of courses in the major are sent to members of the planning committee.  NOTE:  If the proposal includes any unusual request, the Curriculum Committee will review it prior to final approval.

5.) If changes are made in the original proposal, the student must notify the Registrar and provide a summary for committee members to review and approve.  A signed copy of all approved changes must be sent to the Registrar for the student’s permanent file.
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