Hunting Cabin

On the evening of November 19th, 2008 a call was placed to 911 saying a murder had taken place at a popular hunter’s cabin resort in Lake Ozark, MO.  Police arrive at the scene and find Caleb Smith in a pool of blood in the cabin.  
Victim: Caleb Smith, type A- blood.  His .45 caliber hunting rifle (a family heirloom) is missing.
Other persons of interest:
Bob Smith, uncle of victim.  He place the 911 call.  He discovered the body when he went to the victims cabin to borrow some matches.  He states that he had a separate cabin from Caleb and his friends because he wanted to go to bed early.  He also needed extra space for his dog. Type O- blood.
Tim Rack, Caleb’s childhood friend and lifelong hunting buddy.  He states that he and the victim have a friendly rivalry over the fact that Caleb gets a deer every year while Tim has never shot a deer.  Blood type A+  he has brought a 9mm pistol and 20 gauge shotgun.  He has A+ blood
John Walters , Tim’s coworker at a bank.  According to the uncle, Caleb didn’t know him well but Caleb had concerns about John Walters because he has heard that John has a history of anger and violence.  It’s the uncle’s view that Tim was pressured into bringing his coworker along.   John Walters owns a 0.22 caliber rifle.  He has B- blood.
Other information:  Coworkers at the bank state they’re surprised Tim and John were hunting together, as their relationship has seemed strained. John often pulls Tim into his office and Tim comes out looking pale and nervous.   An investigation is on-going concerning questionable loans made by John.   Tim has worked at the bank longer and should be involved in the oversight of John’s work.
The sketch below shows the evidence available for you to determine who was involved and the order of events.
1.  Bloodstain type A-
2. Hair in victim’s hand
3. Pattern of damage on the wall
4. Fingerprint on shotgun
5. Fingerprint (o- blood) on outside rail
6. B-/A+ blood on table with other guns
7. Smeared blood trail A+ blood on wall
8. Shell casings found on floor near gun table




Based on the hair, ballistics and bloodstain evidence answer the following.
1. Based on ballistics alone, how was Caleb Smith killed?  Who does this suggest as the killer?






2. Does the hair and fingerprint evidence corroborate your theory?







3. What order of events occurred, based on bloodstain evidence?









 (
3.  Pattern of damage on the wall measures 4 feet x 4 feet
)
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 (
7.  blood smear pattern measures 
2 
 ft long by 6” tall.
)
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Conclusion:  John Walters and Tim Rack argued over John’s involvement in embezzlement at the bank.  Tim had alerted authorities to investigate John but John planned to lie and tell the authorities that Tim had been participating.  Tim had no way to prove he was innocent.  John forced  Tim to bring him on the hunting trip, when they began to struggle (mix of their blood types found), Caleb tried to break it up (John’s hair in his hand).  John picked up Tim’s shotgun (John’s print on the gun) and waved it at Tim saying he would get rid of this problem once and for all.  Caleb shoved his friend out of the way (Tim’s blood smear on the wall as he fell away) and took the shogun fire intended for Tim (pellet pattern on the wall).  Tim went to his friend’s side but it was too late.  John dropped the shotgun and grabbed Caleb’s gun, forcing Tim at gunpoint to leave with him (Tim’s print in Caleb’s blood on the outside rail).  Tim is later found wounded in the woods nearby, he confirms the above story.  John is caught as he boards a plane to Mexico with a briefcase full of money.
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